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come into conflict with England. Billow's threatened resig-
nation was an unexpected and stunning blow. The Kaiser
could not part with him. He offered to get the Tsar to
change the treaty back to its original form and made an
appeal which Billow could not refuse:
You are worth 100,000 times more to me and the Father-
land than all the treaties in the world. . . , No> my friend,
stay in office and with me, and we will work further in com-
mon together ad majorcm Gcrmaniae gloriam. . . k After
the receipt of this letter, telegraph me, "All right," so that I
shall know you will stay. Because the morning after the
arrival of your letter of resignation would no longer find
your Emperor alive. Think of my poor wife and chil-
dren!327
The Kaiser was soon to suffer a still more stunning blow,
which knocked his whole dream into a cocked hat. When
the Tsar revealed the treaty to his Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Count Larnsdorf "could not believe his eyes or ears."
After studying over the problem for most of the night, he
explained to the Tsar the serious significance of the docu-
ment signed in the cabin of the Polar Star. He made it
clear to his master how contrary the Bjorko Treaty was to
the spirit of the Franco-Russian Alliance, and how unlikely
it was that France could be forced, volens nolens, into such
a combination with Germany and Russia. Nicky therefore
had to write aa tactfully as he could to Willy:
This document, of-immense valour, ought to be strength*
ened, or made clearer, so as to enable all parties concerned
to fulfill their duties honestly and frankly. . , *
During your stay at Bjorkoe I did not have with me the
documents signed by my Father, which clearly define the
principles of the Franco-Russian Alliance. . , -
The first steps taken with the object of trying to find
out whether the French Government could be induced to
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